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LOMBARDS (LANGOBARDS) 

The Lombards or Langobards (ostensibly meaning “long beards”) were a Germanic tribe that settled in the 
former Roman province of Pannonia after the Ostrogoths lost control of the region in the second quarter of the 
6 th century. Under the leadership of Alboin, the Lombards aided the Avars in the destruction of the Gepids, but 
in 568 the Lombards yielded their own lands to the Avars, embarking upon the conquest of Italy. The invasion 
of Italy was allegedly undertaken with the support of the disgruntled Byzantine general Narses. Alboin’s 
successors ruled the kingdom from Pavia, attempting to assert their authority over the Lombard dukes of other 
major Italian cities, but the dukes of the southern duchies of Spoleto and Benevento became practically 
independent, except during the reigns of strong kings like Grimoald and Liutprand. In addition to continuous 
conflict with the remaining Byzantine possessions round Ravenna in northern Italy (terminated by Aistulf in 
75 i). the Lombards became entangled in a struggle with the Papacy, which lasted even after their definitive 
conversion to Roman Christianity in the reign of Rothari. This conflict eventually caused repeated Frankish 
intervention, culminating with the foundation of the Papal States by Pippin in 756 and the conquest of the 
Lombard kingdom by Charlemagne in 774. The Carolingian kings of Italy and their successors were now “kings 
of the Lombards.” 

Names are presented in the partly Latinized forms used by Paulus Diaconus and the Origo Gentis 
Langobardorum, followed by Italian forms in italics. Variant German forms would include, for example, 
Grimwald (for Grimoald), Hildebrand (for Hildeprand), Liudbert (for Liutpert), etc. 

Kings of the Lombards 

Lething House 

c. 51 o— 539 Wacho (Vacone) ... son of Unichis, son of Clef; king of the Lombards in Pannonia 

539—547 Walthari (Valtari) ... son of Wacho 
House of Gausus 

547—c.563 Audoin (Audoino) ... former guardian ofWalthari; son of Pissa, descendant of Gausus 

£■.563 — 571 Alboin (Alboino) ... son of Audoin; settled in Italy 568 

House of Beleos 

571—574 Cleph (Clef) ... duke of Ticino; descendant of Beleos 
5 74— 584 (interregnum or regency for Authari) 

584—590 Authari (Autari) ... son of Cleph; legitimist claimant since 574 
Agilulfing House of Bavaria 

590— 591 (regency of Theodelinda (Teodolinda), widow of Authari; daughter of duke Garibald I of 

Bavaria by Walderada, daughter of Wacho; died 618) 

591— 615 Agilulf (Agilulfo) ... married Theodelinda; son of duke Ansoald of Torino 

615— 616 Adaloald (Adaloaldo) ... son of Agilulf and Theodelinda; associated 603; deposed, died 616 

616— 636 Arioald (Arioaldo) ... husband of Gundiperga (below); duke of Torino; descendant of Caupus 

636 (regency of Gundiperga (Gundeberga), widow of Arioald; daughter of Agilulf and Theodelinda) 

636—651 Rothari (Rotari) ... married Gundiperga; son of duke Nandigils of Brescia; descendant of Arodus 

651—653 Rodoald (Rodoaldo) ... son of Rothari and Gundiperga 

653 —661 Aripert I (Ariberto) ... son of duke Gundoald of Asti, brother of Theodelinda 
661—661 Godepert (Godeberto) ... son of Aripert I; in Pavia 

& 661—661 Perctarit (Bertarito) ... son of Aripert I; in Milano; deposed 

661—671 Grimoald (Grimoaldo) ... husband of Theoderada, daughter of Aripert I; duke of Benevento; 

son of duke Gisulf II of Friuli, son of Gisulf I, son of Grasulf I, son of Audoin 
671 Garipald (Garibaldo) ... son of Grimoald; deposed 
671—688 Perctarit (Bertarito) ... restored 

688—700 Cunincpert (Cuniberto) ... son of Perctarit; associated 680 
— Alachis (Alachis) ... duke of Trento; rival 688—690 
700—701 Liutpert (Liutberto) ... son of Cunincpert; deposed, died 701 
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701—712 
House of Asti 

711 

711-744 

744 

House of Friuli 
744-749 
749-756 

756 - 757 
House of Tuscany 

757 — 774 


— Raginpert ( Ragimberto ) ... son of Godepert; duke of Torino; rival 701 

— Rothari (Rotari) ... duke of Bergamo; rival 701—702; died 701 
Aripert II (Ariberto) ... son of Raginpert; rival since 701 

Ansprand (Ansprando ) ... former guardian ofLiutpert; duke of Asti 
Liutprand (Liutprando) ... son of Ansprand 

Hildeprand (Ildebrando) ... son of Sigiprand, son of Ansprand; associated 737; deposed 

Ratchis ( Rachis) ... son of duke Pemmo of Friuli, son of Billo; deposed 
Aistulf (Astolfo) ... brother of Ratchis 
Ratchis (Rachis) ... restored; deposed 

Desiderius (Desiderio) ... duke of Tuscany; deposed, died 786: 

Adalgis (Adelgiso) ... son of Desiderius; associated 759—774; deposed, died 788: 

(to the Frankish Carolingians 774: see Italy) 



